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IN SPORTS, SECTIONC 


Today’s Bulldog 
poster: Nick Chubb 


How player evolved 
into team life coach 


Why linebacker chose 
UGA instead of UCLA 


AFFORDABLE HOUSING 


New subsidy 
rule expands 
rental choice 


Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed jokes during his final press conference Friday as mayor at Atlanta City Hall. 
Reed also celebrated with food and a live DJ in the auditorium of the building. ALYSSA POINTER/ Alc 


On way out, Reed unveils 
Piedmont Park expansion 


Atlanta mayor recalls 
high points, few regrets 
during 8-year tenure. 


By Stephen Deere 
sdeere@ajc.com 


Kasim Reed began the last press 
conference of his eight-year may- 
oral reign with a joke.” Pm so glad 
that you all have decided to join 
me,” he said Friday. “And I'm 


thrilled to announce my candida- 
cy..."Before Reed could pause, the 
gaggle of reporters and city hall 
staff who had crammed into the 
mayor’s ceremonial office burst 
out laughing. Then for nearly an 
hour, Reed reflected on his ten- 
ure. He mentioned a few regrets 
and points of pride. He teared 
up at times. 

And he also broke news — a 
$100 million expansion of Pied- 
mont Park. 


The city has entered into agree- 
ments to purchase about five 
acres at the intersection of Pied- 
mont Avenue and Monroe Drive 
for $20 million. That area is now 
home to a gas station and older 
strip malls with restaurants, a 
cleaners and a hair salon. 

To complete the expansion, 
the city still needed to assemble 
a few more parcels. 


Reed continued on AS 


UGA AT THE ROSE BOWL 


Surprise just the ticket after rough year 


ByBoEmerson 
bemerson@ajc.com 


Charlie Bibb has always been a fan of University 
of Georgia football, since Herschel Walker, but this 
year, for the first time, he bought season tickets. 
It had been a painful year and the games were a 


soothing distraction. 


The Warner Robins native was rewarded with 
an outstanding season and the spectacle of see- 


ing UGA in the playoffs. 


Knowing his Dogs would go to the Rose Bowl 
was sweet. But what he found at the bottom of his 
stocking Christmas morning was so exciting he was 
rendered temporarily insane: Charlie was going to 


the Rose Bowl with them. 


Unbeknownst to Charlie, his wife, Connie Bibb, 


Surprise continued on A6 


myAJC 


Connie Bibb surprised her husband, Charlie Bibb, 
with tickets to the Rose Bowl on Christmas Day. 
The couple say they used this UGA football season 
tohelp cope with the death of their daughter, 
Caitlyn, who died a year ago. ALYSSA POINTER / AJC 


Watcha video of Charlie Bibb’s reaction when he learned he was going to California to see the Bulldogs 
play at the Rose Bowl. It's at our premium website, myAJC.com. 


Expert says law needed 
that requires landlords 
to take aid vouchers. 


ByDanKlepal 
dan .klepal@ajc.com 


An Obama-era program that 
begins Jan. 1 could help people 
across metro Atlanta who are 
dependent on subsidized hous- 
ing move into safer neighbor- 
hoods and send their children 
to better schools. 

The Atlanta metro area is one 
of 23 across the country in which 
the so-called “small area fair mar- 
ket rents” rule must be adopted. 
That change in calculations for 
housing vouchers is expected to 
solve the problem that Section 8 
vouchers that don’t cover enough 
of the rent to make housing in 


the nicest neighborhoods afford- 
able — such as homes in Sandy 
Springs, Marietta or Johns Creek. 

But affordable housing advo- 
cates say the new rule isn’t a 
panacea. They worry there is 
no additional funding attached 
to it, nor is there a requirement 
that landlords accept Section 8 
housing vouchers that pay mar- 
ket-rate rent. 

‘The Trump administration had 
delayed implementing the rule, 
saying they needed time to study 
its effects. A group of civil rights 
organizations sued the adminis- 
tration, and on Dec. 23 a federal 
judge in the District of Columbia 
ruled that the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment must move forward with 
the program. 


Housing continued on A6 


NEW YORK CITY FIRE 


Cops: Tot sparked 
deadly NYC fire 


12 killed, four fighting 
for lives after blaze in 
apartment building. 


By Jennifer Peltz 
and David Jeans 
Associated Press 


NEWYORK — A preschooler toy- 
ing with the burners on his moth- 
er’s stove accidentally sparked 
New York City’s deadliest fire in 
decades, an inferno that quickly 
overtook an apartment building 
and blocked the main escape 
route, the fire commissioner said 
Friday. 

A dozen people died, and four 
others were fighting for their lives 
a day after the flames broke out 
in the century-old building near 
the Bronx Zoo. 

The3¥4-year-old-boy, his mother 
and another child were able to 
flee their first-floor apartment. But 
they left the door open behind 
them, and it acted like a chim- 


Sasha Answer (left), resident of 
a building where there wasa fire 
Thursday, talks toa friend and 
another resident Friday ashe 
displays pictures of some who 
died in the blaze. associarep PRESS 


ney that drew smoke and flames 
into a stairwell. From there, the 
fire spread throughout the five- 
story building, authorities said. 

At least 20 people scrambled 
out via fire escapes on a bitterly 
cold night, but others could not. 


Fire continued on A6 
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METRO, BI 
Backers of DeKalb 


citytotryagain 


Twoyearsafter failing to get enough 


support for the city of LaVista Hills, 
proponentsare back with anew 
approach and anew name. 


NATION & WORLD, A2 


Trump fires HIV/AIDS 
councilmembers 


Two Atlantans were among the 
final 10 members of the Presi- 
dential Advisory Council on HIV/ 
AIDS who were fired en masse. 


METRO, B1 
Relief coming in 2018 
for traffic trouble spot 


After more thanadecadeasa 
traffic logjam, reliefisin sight for 
the intersection of Camp Creek 
Parkway and Interstate 285. 
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